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Newspapers in peril

Sir, As the editor of the Maidenhand
Adverbizer and Slough and Windsor
Express, independent weekly local
newspapers, [ am deeply concerned
by the prospect of the costs sanchons
contained in secion 40 of the Crime
and Courts Act 2013 being brought
into force.

If triggered, the provisons would
mean newspapets that decine to @gn
up to astate-recogmised pres
regulator would be ordered to pay
both mdes' costs in cowrt achons for
Libel and privacy cmes — ever if they
wir. For an independent publisher
like vz, the costs would be ruinoms.
The regime would constitute a
potentially fatal blow tolocal
newspapers, which are now operating
in the mest difficult economic dimate
they have ever kxiowm.

All the editors [ hawve spoken to
about this issue, regardless of whether
they work for titles owned by amall or
large companies, agree that sechon
40 15 a bad piece of law which, if
enacted, would be imim ensely harmful
to local newspapers and to local
democracy.

At the Adverfiser, we strongly
believe that there is just no need for
more state interventonirto pres
regulation. Life is tough enough for
local papers and any firther burden
such as section 40 could just be the
final nail in the coffin for anindusty
that cortributes so0 much good to
public life.

MARTIM TREFTE
Editor, Maidoh ead Adverhizer

Decline in nursing

Sir, The steep decline in mrang
degree applicat ons (“Mirsng degree
applicat ons fall by a fifth", Dec17) is
an indictment of the government for
ceasing to fimd students in mirsng,
i dwifery and allied professiors wa
bursaries. bdinisters said that ending
the bursanes would free up 10,000
more tramng places. Predictably, this
short-sighted plan seems to have
backfired. Thiz iz bad news all round:
we will have to hire more nurses from
abroad to fill the zap, which is a drain
both on their countries of origin and
on school places and housing here.
This falze economy is a disincerntve
to those voumg people here who wish
to serve. Small wonder that our vouth
are dizaffected.
WERA LUISTI G
Walton-on-Thames, Surrev

Corrections and
clarifications

#We stated (On This Day, Dec 10)
that the Mobel peace prize would be
preserted by King Harald V oof

M orway. The prize was presented by
Kaa Kullmann Five, who chairs the
M orwegian M obel committee.

The Timez 1akes complainiz abod
edilorial condend zerioiels. We are
commitied 1o abiding by 1he
Independen Prezz Slanwdand:
OrgankEadion ralez and regnlationz and
1he Edilorz’ Code of Praclice thal [PSO
enforces. Reqiezt for correctionz or
clarificationz should be zend by email 4o
feedbackifi hetimez.cank or by pozi lo
Feedback, Timez, 1 London Bridee
Sireel, Lowdon SE1 9GF

If the NHS is so good, why isn’t it copied?

Sir, M=k LitH ewood is to be
congratul ated for introdudng a

the MHS “If the WHS iz the enyy of
the world, why don't any European

Iz it really beyond owr polibciars to
set aside party differences and
establish a farreaching ad
independent commission to exanine
the health and social care needs of
the UK ower the nest 30 vears? Such
a comnuizaon should examine how
care iz successiully delivered and
firided elsewhere, and ask sear ching
queshons as to whether we can
reasonably expect the WHS and local
government to match the best that is
available, or if different delivery and
firding solubons are needed.

WILL LIFFORD

East Keswick, W Yorks

Sir, The elevabon of our MHS to "holy
cow" statis is over-simplistic (letter,
Dec 22). By the same token, Mark

Isiness, equating it to food supply
arnd dothing. Surely the due is in the
title — it is 2 service notsimply a

bisines. That zaid, this iz not the same

asregarding it == asaced cow Asa
large, complex organisaton there are
doubtless areas that canbe (and are
being) improved withowut sbmdoning
the prineiple of urnversal healtheare.
Honng this vesr been diagnosed for a
zecord time with cancer [have been
extremely grateful that during all this
time, with five operabons, six weeks as

! m in-patent, six weeks of

¢ radiotherapy and eowritless tests and
degree of reality into the debate about © dinics, [ have never once had to worry
i onee about ooy ability to pay for this

+ excellent treatmert.

colritries copy it?", Puginess, Dec 200, :

By contrast, during my working

: career I lived abroad in a rmamber of
! countries, notably the US, which did
! nothave a comparable healtheare

¢ mystemn, and where the ability to pay
¢ was a very real imue.

The time we should really worry is

: when the first queston you are asked
1 when wisibng your GP 15 not “what is
: wour date of birth?" but “what is the

! long mumber onvowr debit eard .

i JOHN ToOURNG

¢ Rickmond, N Yorks

¢+ Sir, Bdark Littlewood concludes that

: "Tobelieve that the centralized, state-
: run Mational Health Serwice is the

: best poszible mechariam for ouring

! the sick and keeping people alive is

: mmply at odds with the facts", yet puts
* forward few facts to huetify this
Litlewood's arbicle treats the NHY = a
: provides is 2 comparison of the extert
! oof expected live expectancy i various
1 countries after diggnoms and

! treatmnent for caneers. He notes that if
: the WHS could replicate the

! performance of the Netherlands,

! Germany and Belgium, death rates

¢ would fall and up to 14,000 fewer

¢ Britons would die each year The UK,
: he zays, 'is about on a par with the

! Czech Kepublic and Zlovenia,

: countries where average inecome is

¢ lem than half owes".

mserton. The facual evidernce” he

What he omits to say is that Life

: expectancy as 2 whole is lower in

i Germaryy, Denmark ad Belmium than
: in the UK; that these countries sperd
¢ a higher proportion of their GDP on

: healtheare than the UK does; and that
¢ life expectaney in Slovenia and the

i Czech Kepublic is sigimfic artly | oweer

¢ than that achieved by Britons.

! ALFMANDER I COHMSTOM

: Syston, Lels

¢ Sir, bdark Litt ewood asks questons

¢ that need answering, but J Wesl ey

! Harkeaom (letter, Dec 22, along with

! many poliidms, seenis not to

¢ understand why the public areso

: loval to the WHS. In2014-15 the WH3
¢ gave superb care to my wife in her

¢ terminal illness, gl the way through

: the ambulmee service, Triro AGE,

¢ the neurological surgery unit at

¢ Derriford in Plymnouth, the mulbple

¢t services provided by Truro hospital,

: the neurological rehakbilitation wmnit in
¢ Hayle, 5t Austell Hospital, Bevagissey
! srgery aud the many Cornwall social
* zervices who, together with the NHS,
¢ enabled my wife to stay at home,

; ernjoying life to a remarkable extent,

untl her death.
Anecdotd evidence suggests that

OUF Very good eXperernce 15 cOmmon.
! This explains the publick loyalty to

: the NHS. Misunderstandings get in

: the way of the sernsible debate

: suggested by Mark Littlewood, who

! understands thiz loyalty.

GERAILD HIMGLEY

! 5t Austell, Corrmeall

‘Failure’ of the FCO

Sir, It is ineredibly fruste ating that the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
(Thunderer, Dec 20, and letter, Dec
23) does not appear to have learrt any
lessors from the time my @ster
Kachel Chandler and her husband
Paul were kidnapped by Somali
pirates, in 2009, In these situations
farmilies need urgent advice as to how
toproceed. It does not need vast
experse to be incurred, st good
commmon sense bmed on knowledge of
these sitnations. The most important
thing that Nazamn Faghan- Katehiffes
farmily needs is the honest tuth,
which we rarely or never got. One
falsehood or downright lie destrovs
the family's trust totally. The arrogant
dizdain and total falzchoods we

received from some officals iz a stain
on the whole dvil zervice. [ am
certain that those 80 per cent of
British nationals surveyed who are
said to be satisfied or highly satisfied
with the service they receive from the
FCO never had ary dealings with any
but the wery lowest echelons of this
ivory tower in King Charles Street.
STEFHEM COLIETT

Lowrorth, Suffoll

Great War truces

Sir, There 13 much mecd otal evidence
for "live-and-let-live conventons" and
truces duning the First World War at
timnes other than the festive season
irepart, Dec 20, and letter, Dec 23).

I remember reading an old copy of
the Windsor Magazime from about

1520 which included a story erfitled
“(31d Fritz" written by a British
weteran The eporymous character
was a portly middle-aged German
soldier on 2 quuet sector of the front
diring the early vears of the war. He
could clearly beseen in the distance
by British soldiers each morming,
bringing a small milk churnup to the
eremy line. By common consent, no
sriper ever took a pot shot at him.

The tale ennded ooinowsly: how
long did the “old cove" survive after
the author's compary was rotated one
night and replaced by aother?
CHRISTOFHER GOTILDIN G
Meweastle upon Time

Lettars to The Times must be exclusive
and may be edited. Please include a full
address and daytime talephona number,
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THE THIRD
WARTIME
CHRISTMAS

While few vesterday coul d sincerely
wish their neighbowrs "“a mermry
Christtn=" and festivities were newver
more subdued, there was a fine spirit
abroad. Those who dernied
themselves acoistomed lururies
locked forward to a Christmmas wet to
come where the cloud of sorrow
shall have been dispersed. Where
there were vacant chairs wives ard
mothers let their thoughts look
ahead to the returm of the men who

* had gone out to battle. Somehow the *
! knowledge that the nation is at last

: redly umbng to win the war brought
i confidence and hope, which gare the
: third war Christmas its own quality

. and itz owm cheerfulness.

In the early hours of the morning

: asudden wind arose, followed by a
¢ fall of snow. At daybreak roofs and
: gardensin the suburbs had a thin :
: white covering, like an oldf=hioned :
: Tuletide. The snow did not last but
¢ the cold mormng did not prevent a
¢ fine swimming race in the

: Zerpentine for the Peter Pan cup.

Above all it was a stay-at-home

: Christrnas Day. The only crowded

¢ trains were the leave trains from

! Franece. Four came into Vietoria

: dwring the early part of the day and
! hundreds of trench-stained men

: stepped gleefilly into the London

! streets prepared to enjoy every hour
: of a well-earned holiday. It was :
! noticed that some went straight from :
! the station to the sftermnoon service

! at Westminster Abbey. There was a
! reverse side tothe leave picture.

: Severdl trains took away men whose
i days of freedom were completed.

The happiest homes were those

i where soldiers were erjoying leave,

: There — if the money could be

i found — no eompurneh on was felt

: over feasting on turkey and the

¢+ lururies of the season. For the lonely
¢ soldiers many entertainments had

* been arranged. In every YRACA bt

¢ in London soldiers and sail ors were

: welcomed to dinner and tea.

On Christmas Day the interned

i German avilians were allowed to

! receive their wives and children. At
i the Alexandra Falace 10 days before
: and after Christrnas have been set

: apart for wisits. Entertainments have
: been arranged by the inmates, ard

¢ as there are not a few men of mears
: among themm, they have been able to
: supplement the official rations.

! Moy thoweands of women amd

i children wisited on Saturd ay, when

! festivities were permuitted to be kept
: upuntl 1l o'clock at night.

! 516N UF FOR A WEEKLY EMAIL

! WITH EXTRACTS FROM

! THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR
! WWLTHETIMES. CO.UK

Arthurian mystery

Sir, Anvone with kmowledge of the
histor eal backgroumd to Arthurian
legend will be mystified by Professor
And erson’s impli cation that Arthor
was a medieval ruler (letter, Dec 227
The most widely accepted theory is
that the "real" Arthur (if indeed he
even existed) was not a king tut a
chariam ati ¢ Kom ano-British war
leader who died in battle early in the
tth century — some 700 years before
we are told the Latin word camelsban
first appeared.

RCEALN D EERYER

Author, Arfhuriom Legends

tlorpeth, M orthumaberland

GP funding lottery

Sir, The GP funding formula is not fit
for purpose (“Patients suffer in GP
fimding lottery” Dec 22). Doctors
need to be pad for what theyr do, not
for hawing patiernts on their books.
The urfartumate truth iz that such a
mod el would drive efficiendes and
create more appointments. bore work
would equal more money — a corcept
vet tosee the light of day in the WHS
— but the government would be 1eft
with a hefty il (and historically it has
been reluctant to pay).

DR ALEXANMDER EAREFR

Camberley, Sirrey

Fracking consent

Sir, The High Court has ruled that
fracking may go ahead in BEyedale in
Morth Yorkshire (repaort, Deec 21). Let
us hope that 2017 marks the tirmng
of the ide, and irstead of importng
more and more gas from abroad we
can gradualy become self-suffic ent
again. If fracking stops 16 from
tirning to Kussiafor gasin the next
decadeit will be an added benefit,
RAT COFE

Former director of the Gz
Consumers Counal, Langford Beds

Passenger safety

Sir, Fraees O'Grady is right to argue
that two seconds is msufficient tine
for a train driver to check 24 cameras
for passenger safety before driving
away (Dec 23). But, by the same logie,
two zeconds rmet also be too short for
a guard or train manager to carry out
the zsame checks. Surely the real
solution is to adjist the performarce
standards md schedules to allow 10 or
15 seconds for proper monitorng; who
does the chedting is a subsdiary isue.
MALCCLM OLIVER

Edinburgh

Bedtime at [kea

Sir, I can completely understand the
trend towards sleepoversin Ikea
("Packitin, Tkea tells sleepover
prarksters”, Dec 23). Cn each
oceazsion that [ have entered an Irea
store, and got stuck in its one-way
systermn, it has seemed wrlikely that I
would get out again before bedbme.
CHRISTOFPHER WHEELD O
Worcester Parl, Sirrey

Extraordinary eggs

Sir, | was pasang a cottage a few days
ago and owtside was a board with
these words: “For Sale Orgasmiic
Ezem" As | am in my seventes [
thought I must stop ad buy as many
as possible. [ always keep a £10 note
in1 the shitray of my car, but sadly on
this oceasion it was empty.

T I EELL

blidsomer W orton, Somerset



